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Removing barriers and creating new opportunities for learning                
 
Authenticated Learning - authenticity and purpose 
 
As lessons give way to problem solving and enquiry learning, students need to be presented 
with authentic problems to solve. By definition these should involve authentic audiences, 
authentic collaborators and importantly; authentic assessors. The following ideas and 
examples show how the UniServity cLc helps support this approach. 
 
Ideas: Define student roles within groups: e.g project manager, information manager, buyer 
etc… Use the task tool to request student applications for roles. Allow visibility and a forum 
so they can ‘interview’ each other online. 
 

·  Connect learners with appropriate experts, collaborators and audiences for the task at 
hand 

·  Plan for authentic research. Use surveys and forums to assess what needs to be 
learnt 

·  Use forums and surveys to assess learning outcomes / changed behaviours 
·  Give students choices so that they can invest in an area of personal interest 
·  Use ePortfolios to allow students to pursue related studies in tandem with class 

based and out of hours learning 
·  Engage experts to support the learning whilst you, the teacher support the learning 

process. 
·  Build thinking and discussion time into planning 
·  Use class calendars to for project management; setting deadlines 
·  Use messaging for internal ‘company’ or ‘client’ memos 

 

 
In this example, year 4 students have been 
connected with a year 1 class. They have 
been tasked to create a book for a younger audience. They used the survey tool to carry out 
research to assess their audience’s needs. They looked at the responses for common criteria 
and then used these to create an assessment framework, which they then pushed to the 
younger students following their presentations of their prototype books. These criteria were 
supplemented by additional elements following a trip to the library to look at how other 
authors had solved the same problem. The feedback from the target audience was then 
incorporated into the designs before the children were presented with the final versions. 
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Authenticated Learning – authenticity and purpose 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this example, students from Stroud High School are gathering evidence from primary 
sources for a global collaboration on diet and lifestyles. The teacher has used forums and 
surveys to collect genuine data, address misconceptions and validate research 
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Authenticated Learning – authenticity and purpose 
 

 
 
UniServity and the British 
Council have collaborated to 
produce the groundbreaking 
‘Climate Cool’ project aimed at 
secondary schools around the 
world. 
 
In this project, students have 
access to media rich, authentic 
data from observatories, 
scientists and explorer vessels 

around the world. They have support from experts in the field and access to articles, learners 
and teachers from across the globe. Taking articles from leading newspapers as starting 
points, students in each country look at how the issues presented affect them. They look for 
commonalities, possible local and global solutions and ways of advocating change locally 
and internationally. Students and school are required to measure their global footprints and 
share their results. Through access to communities and social networking, learners can 
share solutions and attempts to reduce their impact on the environment whilst forming 
groups to pursue their own climate related lines of enquiry. Contact your CSM for information 
on how you may be able to take part. 
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Authenticated Learning – authenticity and purpose� �  
 
 

 
Year 1 students studying Toys 
in the past used forums and 
surveys to collect evidence 
from parents and grandparents. 
The Toys were then shared and 
discussed using custom pages. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In this example, a 
Year 2 teacher has 
used forums and 
surveys designed with 
his students to find out 
about the places 
visited by the children 
in the class and their 
parents and 
grandparents when 
they were 7 years old. 
The results were 
shared using a free 
download from 
www.World66.com so 
the children could see 
that the world is 
becoming a smaller 
place. 
 
 
 
Parents and grandparents were then asked to submit their holiday photographs and 
memories for inclusion in a series of custom pages. The children compared the experiences 
of their families with their research on holidays 100 years ago. 
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Authenticated Learning – authenticity and purpose 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
In this Lower 6th 
Business Studies Unit, 
students were 
supported in setting up 
their own businesses. 
They used the cLc to 
collaborate, project 
their brand, publish 
cash flow and financial 
information and track 
the progress of their 
enterprises. 
 
 

 
 
Students were mentored and supported by teachers and several businesses, giving real life 
examples and experiences to the project. The project covered several key areas of the 
national curriculum 
 
 


