Removing barriers and

Parental Involvement

cLc Best Practice Examples

creating new opportunities for learning

The involvement of parents as partners in learning is crucial to raising standards. In these

examples you will see how pare
child and the school. Their relati

nts can become more active in their relationship with their
onship with learning will change as they benefit from visibility

to their child’s learning, access to other parents via their own collaborative communities and
enhanced communication with the school. These examples show parents as co-constructors
of knowledge, experts, audiences and assessors. They are part of the learning process
rather than observers from the sidelines. The following ideas and examples show how the
UniServity cLc helps support this approach:

Parent Voice

Ideas: Post draft policy documents on the cLc for parent viewing. Their thoughts can be
shared and captured using discussion forums. Post weekly newsletters so that parents can
stay informed. Create parent specific groups. E.g. a PTA area on the cLc.

Parents' information

In a well-developed Parent’s area of the platform, Clearwater

T Bay School created a group page on Internet Safety. Parents
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cLc Best Practice Examples

Parents as Partners in Learning

Ideas: Invite parents to join in discussion forums where their input can be significant. E.g. All
parents could participate in a debate on smoking or a discussion on significant moments in
history. Invite parents to share their experiences through surveys and custom pages. E.g
Holidays taken in the past. Share resources and training materials for parents to use at home
to support their children’s learning. The following are examples of how the cLc can support
this approach.

Thank you for attending our Rainforest Awareness Day. We hope that you enjoyed it and that
you will spend a few minutes completing the survey.

cess
[E  clearwater Bay Makas the Mews
[E  chinese New Year Lion Dance

ear Groups The purpose of the survey is for the children to reflect upon whether their Rainforest Messages
: : made an impact on you-the target audience!

L P3
Your replies are anonymous but will of course be viewed by the children.

In this example, Year 4 students using the cLc constructed a survey for parents to gather
their feedback from ‘Rainforest Awareness Day’ held in the school. The students regularly
survey their parents as they see them as useful assessors of their work as well as an
audience with whom they are only too happy to share.

. EY Ch;"hﬁ_ Hello from Mally's family! We have enjoyed talking about our favourite toys..lots of
In th|S example, Year one Children's Pages. them were the same as you all play with now - and some of them have even been
. . 4 Clubs, Teams and Cool stuff played with by Molly at her grandma's house(her grandma keeps EVERYTHING!)
children have been learning b dendr
. . . My favourite toy when 1was young was a dally called Mary.
from the eXpenenceS Of the”’ School Library She was a baby doll, made of plastic and although I thought she was very pretty T
. Ly Ubrary think realy she was a bit ugly with sticky-out hair!! But I loved her very much and
parents When Iearnlng about 0?':""?’ e Used to take her to bed every night. She didn't have batteries and she could only
. tarch 2006 18:41:29
. School Events Gallery move if T helped her. We played at tea parties and picnics. She was a present from
toys n the paSt Ly Gallery MRS TAYLOR my grandma (Molly's great grandma) and was called Mary because that was my
CLC Traini ) Cesrvister Bay Schoe! | Grandma's name. Molly's Mummy
« raining Posts: 12
] bl fi My favourite toy was 5 soft grey elephant called Babar. 1 loved him very much and
‘Tast | used to talk to him. I cuddled him too much though and his blue and white striped
- trousers wore out and had to be replaced. Ialso twiddled his trunk too much and it
ended up sticking out to the side! He had no batteries but he did have blue and white
striped ears and feet. Molly” s daddy

@Eﬁ@m

It is my pleasure to have an opportunity to talk about the toys, which my parents and
1 played in our childhoods. People were generally not wealthy in our childhoods and
the materials as well as technology at that time were not as good as those at
present. As such, many of our toys were self-invented and primitively home made.
Please see a few toys listed below to share our funs :-

"When we were
learning about toys
from the past my
Mum could write on
the forum about the
toys from when she
was little. All the
class saw! Otherwise
she couldn't come to
talk about it because
she is at work”

1. Bamboo shooter
[Materials]
The materials are bamboo and tissues

[How to make?]

-Going to the hillside to find suitable bamboo for about 1 to 2 feet long

-The diameter for its hole is best to keep around 1 inch

-Using some sharp object, e.g. screwdriver or chopstick, to ensure zero obstruction
at the inner hele of the bamboo

-Beautifying the bamboo stick by sanding its surface and painting it with polish or
colours

UniServity 2007




cLc Best Practice Examples

Parents as Partners in Learning

In this year 2 class, parents
and grandparents have
been sharing their
photographs and memories
of holidays in the past.
Pupils were intrigued to
learn how grandparents
took ships to far-flung
corners of the globe

In this example, the class teacher has recorded her whiteboard lessons on synthetic
phonics and placed them onto the cLc for parents to follow up with their children at home.
She has also supplied parents with their own parent support forum so that they can share
ideas with each other and resources such as CVC cards and camera words have been
made available to download at home.
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cLc Best Practice Examples

Parents as Partners in Learning

At Memorial School, Year 12 students inviting parents and grandparents to share their views
on and experiences of the partition of India. The students concerned consulted their families
in India, Pakistan and the UK, gaining insight from Muslim, Hindu and Sikh families.

Above are just a few examples of how the UniServity cLc Learning Platform is breaking down
the traditional barriers to learning and involving parents more proactively in their child’s
education. More examples are found on the cLc support site at www.clcsuccess.com

“Parents should be seen as vital partners in a child’s education, as not only can
they help making sure homework is in on time and in giving a child vital coaching
and advice out of school hours, but they also determine the child’s home
environment, where children spend much of their waking hours”

DCSF (DfES)
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