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Removing barriers and creating new opportunities for learning

Classrooms: redefining learning communities

The classroom has traditionally been the place where learning has been expected to take
place. Students are rigidly grouped according to chronological age and are consequently
limited in their access to appropriate learning partners from suitably diverse backgrounds.
The audience and assessor for most of their output is the teacher. As Lemke once said: “It
takes a village to educate a child”. UniServity supports schools in breaking down the walls of
the classroom to make the village bigger and installing the learner at its centre. The following
ideas and examples show how the cLc helps support this approach.

Transition

Primary pupils develop their ePortfolios and through a process of selection and
reflection, publish examples of work including learning conversations to their new
teachers

Year 6 students given access to the secondary school’s cLc from September and
start to become familiar with the high school life and identity.

Year 6 and 7 students share experiences of change at the start of September and
continue to have peer discussions at regular intervals throughout the year culminating
in visits and buddy / mentor arrangements on entry to year 7

Dynamically linking schools together using the cLc means that secondary teachers
can set work for year 6 students. Teachers can share planning and resources and
transition projects can be distributed across feeder schools.

Secondary schools can host master classes and booster classes for students where
appropriate.

Leyland St Mary’s used some of its Specialist School community funding to create a
Connected Learning Community, which included its feeder primaries. Link activities that were
often limited by geography, transport and materials were more easily accessed.
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Transition

In this example a series of primary
schools are engaged in a transition
unit based upon the book
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One teacher could provide
resources for the whole network
of schools.
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Collaboration

Consider the membership of each Group in your school. Adding additional profile sets,
requesting partnerships or opting to join one of UniServity’s global projects can greatly
enhance the learning experiences of all users. Global collaboration puts students in touch
with learners who traditionally would not be able to come together for short and long-term
learning. This presents particularly strong opportunities for geography and MFLs whilst also
adding cultural diversity to all curriculum areas.

Allow students in the parallel classes or tutor groups to collaborate on issues. This
serves to increase the number of available learning partners and can support
reductions in teacher workload.

Vertical collaboration across traditional year groupings can be very effective. We
know children of all ages learn from each other in the playground and at home so we
now need to provide them with the same opportunities in school.

Collaboration across networks of schools allow savings in workload and open up the
learning experiences to a wider audience, a greater variety of collaborators and
opinions from different catchments including social, religious and ethnic groups.

Collaboration between classes in the same year band

Wilmslow High School and Sports College Year 10 students share their reactions to a set
text ‘To Kill a Mockingbird'.

Vertical collaboration with
classes across year bands

Year 4 students at this school
designed a series of surveys to
establish the needs of their Year 1
audience when creating a big book.
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Collaboration within networks of schools

Professional learning communities

The English Schools Foundation in Hong Kong is made up of 17
schools with 13,000 active cLc users. Their 3, 500 active learning

cLc Best Practice Examples

South Ribble Learning
Community of schools
collaborated on ‘The
Holocaust Project’.
Students in all schools
had access to a greatly
increased pool of
learning partners and an
increased number of
teacher ‘experts’ to work
with. Each teacher
focused on just one
aspect of the project
thus benefiting from
workload savings.

communities allow expertise to be shared from within and beyond the

foundation. Action research, moderation of standards, subject based

communities, SENCO'’s and Librarian networks are just a few of those

on offer.
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Global collaboration projects

This class of Year 2 students were connected with an Inuit community in Northern Canada
when studying an alternative geographical location. Forums were used by both groups of
students to validate their research about each other’'s communities.

Students and parents in 3 countries collaborated on the UniServity
‘Our Future’ Project sharing ideas about what should be included in
a time capsule. Pupils found this to be a really interesting and
thought-provoking project, sharing their ideas about what life will
be like in their countries and around the world in 50 years!
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Global collaboration projects

The award winning UniServity
Project “Bangkok; City of Life:
Hong Kong; Asia’s World City”
saw Hong Kong and Thai
students collaborating to address
misconceptions about each
other’s cities. The students
worked in groups to establish
misconceptions and then
produce 2 minute movies for
their audience abroad. Experts
from the travel industry,
illustrators, and photographers
supported them.

As Great Britain prepares for the
2012 Games, learners in 75
schools in Beijing, Hong Kong
and around the UK share their
preparations for 2008 and their
understanding of the Olympic
Ideals. In July 2007 a group of
134 UK pupils and teachers
visited their partner schools in
Beijing and Hong Kong for a 10
day pupil-led Sport and Cultural
Festival based on the ‘Towards
the Olympics’ project.

The British Council / UniServity
‘Climate Cool’ Project connects
learners from around the world to
explore the issues around climate
change. This groundbreaking
project gives learners the
opportunity to share their
thoughts with experts in their
field, decision makers and
leading universities. Further
examples of UniServity
collaborative projects can be
found at the cLc support site
www.cLcsuccess.com
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