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A Dynamic Online Learning Community 
 

Tideway School, East Sussex, has approximately 650 students from the 

ages 11 – 16 years and has been using the UniServity cLc (connected 

Learning communities) Learning Platform for just over a year. 

www.tidewayschool.org 

 

Building Schools of the Future poses many challenges for schools; not 

least of which how to maintain and improve standards through a time 

of many changes. Tideway School are one step ahead having had to 

rebuild their site due to a severe arson attack, and to ensure that 

student’s learning was not at risk, used their UniServity cLc Learning 

Platform to provide continuity and create innovative learning 

opportunities.  

 

This online curriculum had profound impact upon the engagement of 

parents and the wider community, improved learning at a time of 

great risk, developed styles of delivering learning opportunities for 

students, and informed practice and professional development across 

the whole school.  

 

Led by an exemplary innovator; Assistant Headteacher Jim Fanning, 

the school has created a true connected learning community online 

and shown just what an impact pedagogical use of the cLc Learning 

Platform can have on learning. The school has also been very 

proactive in encouraging student voice online, using the Learning 

Platform to provide extending learning opportunities beyond the 

classroom and beyond the school day. 

 

 
 

Jim Fanning, Assistant Headteacher(left), and students from Tideway visit Parliament in 

June 2009 to debate their views on 21
st

 Century Learning with Nick Gibb, MP, Shadow 

Secretary for Schools (right) 

Rob Corbett, Headteacher of Tideway, commented, “The use of 

technology to allow for flexible learning is a key feature in the 

development of the Tideway curriculum which gives a huge advantage 

to our students.” 

 

 

An example of an online lesson at Tideway School. 

Students were set tasks relating to the Holocaust and were 

directed to useful resources and weblinks for research.  

Students were tasked to complete work online using a 

Timeline, Storyboard or Podcast. Help guides and 

resources were available along with a Project Forum for 

students to pose questions to their teachers and peers. 

The Learning Platform was also used by the school to 

provide teachers with walkthrough guides on how to 

design online lessons, online collaboration opportunities 

and more. 

 

Discover more Learning Platform Awards for Excellence 

Winners, Highly Commended and Commended schools at 

www.uniservity.com 

 

 


